point out that Corbet often uses anecdotes to plug the small gaps in current knowledge and so provide a foothold for ideas. The intention is good, and no doubt many will find these anecdotes useful, but I found they occasionally detracted from the otherwise high-quality, empirical-based information that makes up most of the text. It is also a pity that the figures were not produced in a uniform style (they are photoreproduced from their original source). That is it as far as the moaning goes, and when you consider the book is over 700 pages long and cites over 4000 references it is clear that these are nothing but niggles and are piffling in comparison to what the book achieves.
I was, and still am, staggered by the sheer quantity of material that Corbet has synthesized as well as the fact that he clearly understands the material. He has synthesized it in a way that provides the reader with undiluted, structured and well-organized information and, as if that were not enough, he goes on to provide tables of follow-up information from each chapter. Here is everything you ever wanted to know about dragonflies, and more.
The monograph is organized using the temporal sequence of odonate life history events. It starts by looking at how females choose suitable oviposition sites, and how they go about the business of oviposition, moves through foraging behaviour, population phenomena, larval development, eclosion into adulthood, migration and reproductive behaviour, and ends with a bonus chapter that covers conservation issues. From the outset the central theme of the monograph is apparent. Here is a large, primitive order of insects with a fairly conserved body plan and life history which shows incredible behavioural variation and ecological flexibility. The book is not, however, a behavioural ecology text. It is first and foremost an excellent natural history monograph, but its long-term value lies in the fact that it provides objectively presented foundation material for any behaviourist, ecologist, behavioural ecologist, evolutionary ecologist, naturalist, in fact pretty much any '-ist', to build ideas on. The chapters are broad as well as deep. For example, the chapter on reproductive biology (the largest in the book) covers the rendezvous between sexes, territoriality, aggressive behaviour, alternative reproductive strategies, density-dependent effects, visual communication, courtship, copulation, sperm competition, guarding and mating systems. This list paraphrases the subheadings: there are subsub as well as subsubsub headings! Having grown up in the field that has Corbet as its patriarch I found the urge to probe that authority irresistible when Dragonflies landed on my desk. I immediately went to a section of the book that covered material I am familiar with (parasites). Armed with obscure 19th-century German references dealing with the parasites of larval damselflies I was confident I could find a gap in the information, or a blemish on the interpretation. I should have known better. The gaps were in my own reference collection and, characteristically, Corbet had dealt with the available information in an objective and informative way. Similar forays into sections on reproduction and larval ontogeny ran into a wall of precision-engineered information.
I have already said this, but I will say it again. This work is an example of what a natural history monograph should be, and I believe it will stand as a, if not the, definitive example of the genre. Although younger biologists may not be able to emulate this kind of work because of the changes in our working environment, and the exponential rate at which informaton is generated nowadays, many of us will benefit from, and rely on, works like this. The price tag may seem high, but this book provides organized and contextualized information in a format that will be useful well into the next millenium. It is a must-have for anyone interested in dragonflies, or even insects in general, and should find a home on the shelf in every self-respecting library. Our basic understanding of the concepts underlying the mechanisms of behaviour come from the pioneering work of ethologists in the early part of the 20th century. More recent research in neuroethology has investigated how nerve cells are organized into circuits to alter specific behaviours but a major challenge of neuroethology is to relate changes in cellular properties to changes in behaviour. In the preface of this book the authors claim that their aim is to introduce university students and others to the broad field of neuroethology, without requiring a detailed understanding of neurophysiology. Since the first edition of this book was published (Young 1989; reviewed in Animal Behaviour, 1990, 39, 199-201) David Young has been joined by Peter Simmons as coauthor. The second edition of this book includes new material and aims to review some of the more recent and commonly used models in neuroethology to provide the reader with an understanding of how behaviour is controlled. As with the previous edition, the strengths of this book lie in providing an introduction to the field of neuroethology by using detailed examples, the use of clear definitions and useful suggestions for further reading at the end of each chapter. Those who are familiar with the first edition will see that the emphasis of the book remains unchanged and provides its target audience, university students, with a concise introduction to the nervous system and animal behaviour. The first chapter offers an introduction to neuroethology and the second explores the neurophysiology of nerve cells from first principles. The sections on nonspiking neurons and the use of intracellular dyes to visualize neurons have been omitted from the revised second chapter. The remaining chapters (3-9), as in the previous edition, give detailed examples of various aspects of neuroethology. The topics covered include giant neurons and escape behaviour (3), capturing sensory information (4), stimulus filtering (5), hearing and hunting (6) and programmes for movement (7). New material in chapters 3 and 5-7 includes sections describing the startle reaction of the cockroach, collision warning neurons in locusts, synthesizing a neuronal map of auditory space in owls, escape swimming in the nudibranch mollusc Tritonia, swimming in Xenopus tadpoles and circuit reconfiguration in the stomatogastric ganglion of lobsters.
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